
600 BCE- 600 CE 

2nd wave civilizations 



 Development of religious and cultural 
traditions 

 Development and growing complexity of states 
and empires 

 Growth of interregional trade networks and 
cultural exchange 



 How is it different from a state, or civilization? 

 

 What events are going to define the classical 
period? 

 

 What does the term second wave empire 
mean? 

 

 Why do we tend to focus on empires? 

 







 559 BCE Cyrus the great(founds Achaemenid dynasty) 

 Organization: Satrapies, royal roads, 
Persepolis, inspectors 

 Zoroastrianism (monotheistic) 

 Significant religious toleration 

  Patriarchal stratified society 

 Significant trade and irrigation technology 

 





 Lots of divided City-States 

 Relatively poor area 

 Monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy 

 Sparta- Military Land power, Helots, Hoplite, 
Phalanx 

 Athens- limited Democracy,  
 Philosophy: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Greek Humanism 

 Persian Wars followed by Peloponnesian wars 

 Alexander the Great and Macedonia 

 Collapse and division 323BCE 



 



 509 BCE Rome as a republic 
 Plebeians V. Patricians 

 Importance of the Rule of Law, consuls, checks and 
balances 

 Expansion into Greece, and Punic wars w/ 
Carthage 

 Roman Empire 27 BCE- 476CE 

 Roads, engineering, military, and language  

 Roman Society: landholder, slaves, patriarchy 

 Fall: population pressure and decline, 
overexpansion and invasion, and introduction of 
Christianity 



 



 Xia, Shang, Zhou dynasties (Ancient period) 

 Warring states era 

 Qin, and Han dynasty (Classical) 

 Centralized Government, civil service exam, Silk 
Road, Paper, Calendar, and strong agriculture 

 3 Philosophical Traditions 

 Confucianism- Filial Piety, education, and proper 
behavior 

 Daoism- balance, nature, and harmony 

 Legalism- strong laws and punishment 

 



 
 The superior man is modest in his speech, but 

exceeds in his actions.  
 
 The sage controls without authority, and teaches 

without words; he lets all things rise and fall, 
nurtures, but does not interfere, gives without 
demanding, and is content. 

 
 
 In the state of an intelligent ruler there are no books, 

but the laws serve as teachings.  
 







 Vedic Aryan invasion circa 1500BCE 

 Mauryan Empire- Ashoka 

 Gupta Empire 

 Traditionally decentralized state 



 Caste system: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and 
Shudras, Untouchables 

 Emphasis on purity and fulfilling your specific role, and 
release from reincarnation 

 Important Hindu texts- Bhagavad Gita, 
Mahabharata, Upanishads 

 Buddhism challenged the caste system  

 





 



 Siddhartha Gautama (ca. 566–ca. 486 B.C.E.) 

 4 noble truths, 8 fold path 

 Theravada 

 Mahayana’s bodhisattvas 

 



 Zotoastrianism 

 Judaism 

 Jesus 

 Paul and the gospels 

 Monasticism and martyrdom 

 



 



 Andean Regions 
 The Chavin  

  The Moche 

 Mesoamerica 
 Olmec- giant head sculptures basis of later cultures 

 Teotihuacan- massive city and pyramid 

 The Mayans- City-states w. pyramids, very advanced 
mathematically and in astronomy, decline due to 
environment 

 North America 
 Mississippian culture 

 Pueblo people 

 



 





 



 Moroe 

 Axum 

 Niger River Communities 

 Bantu migrations 

 



 


