


WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE?



I. ELECTING A PRESIDENT
A. ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE

• THE INVISIBLE PRIMARY?

• INCUMBENT ADVANTAGE: 80%

• PRIMARIES AND CAUCUSES (15-30% PARTICIPATE)

• CLOSED V. OPEN, BLANKET PRIMARY, SPLIT TICKET, 

• IOWA, NEW HAMPSHIRE (FRONT LOADING), AND SUPER TUESDAY

• PARTY CONVENTIONS: DIFFERENT SATES DIFFERENT SYSTEMS

• DISTRICTS, WINNER TAKE ALL, PROPORTIONAL 

• THE GENERAL ELECTION: SWING STATES

• ELECTORAL COLLEGE

B. WINNER-TAKE-ALL









II. CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS

A. SENATE V. HOUSE: MIDTERMS

B. INCUMBENCY ADVANTAGE: HOUSE 90%, SENATE 80% ISH

• WHY? 

• COATTAIL EFFECT

C. DISTRICTS AND PRIMARIES

• WHY ARE MOST SEATS SAFE?




