
INTEREST GROUPS
TOPIC 5.6-5.7





I. INTEREST GROUPS INFLUENCING POLICY 
MAKING

A. Benefits of interest groups: pluralism, lobbying

B. Drawbacks: hyper-pluralism, free-rider

C. Iron triangles and Issue Networks

D. Exerting influence: direct lobbying

• Lobbying legislators: access strategies, give and take, target strategizing

• Resources: research and expertise, electioneering,

grassroots, framing the issue, grass stops



WHAT ARE SOME PROS AND CONS, FOR 
LOBBYING?







WHAT IS A 501 C? 3 OR 4





II. GROUPS INFLUENCING POLICY MAKING 
OUTCOMES

A. Growth of interest groups

• Labor unions: growth of unions > business respond

• Social movements: civil rights, women, environment, consumers

B. Groups and members

• Institutional groups: intergovernmental lobby, 

professional associations, think tanks

• Professional organization

• Single issue or ideological groups: incentives, upper-class bias, public v. special

C. Interest groups and pressure on parties

D. Ethics and reform: scandals, bundling, revolving door






