
THE PRESIDENCY
Topic 2.4-2.7



WHO CAN BE 
PRESIDENT 

AND HOW DO 
YOU BECOME 
PRESIDENT?



I. ROLES AND POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT

Explain how the president can implement a policy agenda. 

A. Article II

B. Presidential powers

A. Formal/ informal

A. Legislation?

Veto, Line item Veto

B. Commander and chief

C. Diplomat

C. Executive power and policy

A. executive orders, signing statements, executive privilage





WHO ARE 
THESE PEOPLE, 
WHY DO THEY 

MATTER?



II. CHECKS ON THE PRESIDENCY

Explain how the president’s agenda can create tension and frequent confrontations with 

congress.

A. Presidents team

A. VP

B. Cabinet and bureaucracy

C. Staff

B. Interactions with other branches

A. Senate: appointments

B. Judiciary: review and appointments



WHITE HOUSE STAFF

• West Wing: Season 1, Episode 1

• List all the staff positions you see in this episode.

• Not currently possible



HOW HAS THE PRESIDENT EXPANDED HIS OWN 
POWER?

What do these guys have in common?



III. EXPANSION OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER

Explain how presidents have interpreted and justified their use of formal and informal powers.

A. Interpretation of power

A. Washington

B. The Imperial presidency

A. Jackson,  Lincoln, 

B. T. Roosevelt, Wilson

C. FDR

B. Contemporary expansion

What do these guys have in common?



IV. PRESIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

Explain how communication technology has changed the presidents relationship with 

the national constituency and the other branches.

A. Communicator in chief

A. State of the union address

B. The press and the “Bully” Pulpit

C. Press secretary

B. Modern tech and social media

A. Image control 

B. Tweeting








